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Abstract:

The likely health effects of climate change make it one of the most pressing global public health issues of
our time. Effects range from more intense and frequent cyclones, flooding, and heat waves through to
changing infectious disease patterns, food and water insecurity, sea-level rise, and economic and social
disruption. The governments of almost all developed nations are now focusing their attention on national
policy responses to the threat of climate change. In New Zealand, it is currently unclear what path our
current government will take to contribute to the global response and fulfil our Kyoto obligations. In this
paper we discuss the main carbon pricing options currently under consideration, and their implications for
health and health inequities in New Zealand. We summarise the literature about the likely health and equity
implications of different kinds of carbon pricing policy. A health sector voice in these significant policy
decisions is vital to ensuring a policy that both addresses the threats to wellbeing of climate change, and
maximises the potential health and equity win-wins of an adequate and well-designed response.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 
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A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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